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Subject: messaging on the attacks in Liya

Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 §:43;39 AM

Colleagues, I mentioned to this morning, and want to share with all of you, our

view at Embassy Tripoli that we must be cautious in our local messaging with regard
to the inflammatory film trailer, adapting it to Libyan conditions. Our monitoring of
the Libyan media and conversations with Libyans suggest that the films not as
explosive of an jssue here as it appears to be in other countries in the region. The
overwhelming majority of the FB comments and tweets we've received from Libyans
since the Ambassador’s death have expressed deep sympathy, sorrow, and regret.
They have expressed anger at the attackers, and emphasized that this attack does not
reptesent Libyans or Islam. Relatively few have evén mentioned the inflammatory
video. So if we post messaging about the video specifically, we may draw unwanted
attention to it. And it is becoming increasingly clear that the series of events in
Benghazi was much more terrorist attack than a protest which escalated into
violence. It i§ our opinion that in our messaging, we want to distinguish, not
conflate, the events in other countties with this well-planned attack by militant
extremists, I have discussed this with and he shares PAS's view.
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