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From: Sullivan, Jacob J <Suliivan)J@state.gov>

Sent! ‘ Tussday, April 5, 2011 5:39 FM

To: . ' H _

Subject:  Re: H: latest: Younus/Haftar.confilct; Saifs play. Sid

" yes, | will do so, Very interesting,

e ro—

From: H [malltn:HDRzz@clintonemaH.aom]

Sent; Tuesday, Apyll 05, 2011 07:11 PM

To: Sulliven, Jacob J

Subject: Fw: Hi latest: Younus/Haftar conflict; Salf's play. Slid

This 1s informatlve. Should we pass &n {unidentifled) to WH +/or other agencies?

From! sbwhoeo{ ' ]
gent: Tuesday, Aprl 05, 2051 06:42 PM

To: H

subject: H: latest: Younus/Haftar conflict; Salf's play, Gid

CONFIDENTIAL
April 6, 2011

For; Hillary .
From: Sid . _
Re: Backstory io Younus/Haktar conflict; Saif's play for power

Later report:

Dusing the avening-of April 4, 201 1, sources with gosess to the Military Gommitter of the National Libyan Council (NLC)
stated in confidenca that rebel military officers continue to divids Into factions allgned with various senlor military officers
and leaders n the NLC, Therels also a degree of mistrust between the clvilians, who have bhome the majorlty of the
fighting and regular army unlts that have tumed agalinst Muammar Qaddal, Two officers [ particular ara vying for
command of the rebel forces. .

Former Minister of the Interior and long-time Quaddafi loyalist, General Abdal-Fattah Younus, joined the rebels early In the
struggle, and after a tense yelting process was acteptod by the NLG leadership group. Younus considers himself the
commander of the rebel forcas; howaver, his position has been challenged by the arrival from the Untted States of Golonel
Knalifa Belgesla Haftar, who commandad the Anti-Gaddafl forse known as the Libyan National Army {LNA} untll he was
drivan from Ndjarmena, Chad In 199C. Wa took refuge in the United States, where he has fived for over twenty years,

Haftar and Younus were colleagues In the Qadaff?s military forcas until Haftar was captured by the Chadian Asmy during
the Libyan invaslon of Chad in 1686-87, While In sustody Haftar agreed to form the antl-Qaddafi force known as the LNA,
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which became a particular Irritant for Qaddafl. For his part, Younus worked with dissident Chadlan general (and current
Presldent) ldryss Debl o overthrow Haftar's patron In N'djamena, Husseln Habre. France played an Important par{ In the
struggle for Chad, and Younus played 8 valuable role in organizing French Mliitary and Intelligence support for Dabi,
During this perlod- Younus sstablished a close relailonship with officers of the French exteral Intelllgence seivice, the
Diraction Générale de la Sécurlie Extérleure (DGSEY, & relationship that continues o this day. Younus and Deb} belisve
that Haftar s assoclated with the Unlted Stales Central Inteliigance Agency, '

The resulting personat confilet belween Haftar and Younus continues today, as does, In the opinion of knowledgeable
sources, Younus' relationship with the DGSE. According to cne sourse, Haftar continuss to point out to the NLG that a
number of the mercenaries fighting for Qaddafi are frem the Chadlan Gorang tribe, who, th 1989, Younus helpad
perauade to support Debl, then an.ally of the Libyan [sader. Thess tribal forces have contlnued to work for Qaddafl over
the years. Younus, In-turn, polnts out thal Haeftar has been fiving In the subtrbs of Washington DC, whils othars sliuggled
against Qaddafl. Accordlng to one source, the youriger rebels find these arguments eonfusing and frustrating.

(Source Comment : A knowledgeable soures adds that Younus and Hafter agrae en the fact thak NATO forces will nol
have the same effect on the batilefield as the United States alreraft whieh leunched the inltial attecks against Qaddafl's -
forces on March 19 and 20, In partioular, they ara concemed (hat caly the Arherican A-10 ¢ warthog » around support
aircraft are sulled to deal with the remalning elemenls of Qaddafl's army. Thesa offlcers belisve that the Tornados snd
other sophlsticated NATQ alrcraft are simply loo fast to deal with the Libyan Army on the ground, now that much of thalr
heavy equipment has hean destroyed. One sources noted that NATO Is equipped to fight the Russians, not the kibyans,
The NLG plans lo press Unlted States offickals for further commitment of these speclalized respurces. )

At the same Ume, rumors are elrculating that Saif al-Istam, with the acceptanaca of his father, has forwardad—a proposal to

- assume the relgns of power. 8alf's plan suggests geverning Libya under a constitutional damosracy, In which he would
serve ac a transltional leader until formal electlons could be held, )

This proposal Is not new, Salf first launched his (deas for reform In 2004, when he enlisted the help of culside consultants
to develop a plan for Libyan economic prosperlty, Entitled * LibysTomorrow” this plan soon developed from an economic
and soclal agenda Into & political plan, Several times between 2004 - 2010, Salf was asked to Isave the eountry by his
father because he proposed reform measures that were not acceptable to most of the “old guard.”

In his role as the Prasidant of the Qadaffl Davelopmant Foundation, Salf raised the idea of a constitufional democracy,
- while working to develop a constltutlon for Libya, Shortly before vielance broke out in Libya, Saif, his collsagues, gnd

consuttants completed the final version of a proposed constitution, It never galned widespread suppert due.to strong
reslstanca from the “old guard.” " .

Now that one ef the major figures In the “old guard movement’, Musa Kusa, has defecled, Salf may feel smpowered to put
forth this document, Another reform Intiative by Saif was the dovelopment of a free press. Salf was lavolved In launching
the frst Libyan media smpire, Al-Ghad, which wes not technically controlled by his father. This medla empire, which
Included print, radlo and telavision, waa run by a youthful group of Libyans who were very tech and megla savvy, Al-Ghad
was shut dewn In 2010 during & very high profile disagresmant batween Salf and hls father over Its epen eriticiem of

Libyan isauss, Muammar Qaddafi threw many of these young employess in Jall white advising his son to lsave the country
for a “cooling off" pariod. _ .

It Is alsa likely that Salf's most recent plan for a constitutiohal demesraey includes an element of freadom of the press as
well as freadom of Internat access, Saif and his brother Mohammed were In a very difficult battie with thelr younger
brother, Mutassim, over the shutting down of You Tybe —~ due to some videos of Mutassim celebrating on Naw Year's Eve
and his father violently quashing rebeillons In the West, Salf Inslated on alfowing You Tube to continue ~ but Mutassim
wanted Yo block Its acoess, Saif also propoaad holding elections for a Libyan People's Congress, '

Saif's proposal almost certaibly contalns his ldeas regarding a strong role for Libyan NGOs, Saif halped arrange for the
first Irip by Amnesty International to Libya to visit the prisons, and then later followed up by announcing the releass of
sevaral hundrad prisoners, It Is [ikely that Saif's vislon for a constitutional democracy Includes an active rote for non-
governmental organizations,

{Source Commeant; According to knowledgeable Individuals, the NLC ks not prepared to sccept a transitional government
"I which a member of the Qaddafl famlly plays a lead role, Teo much blood or too Ittle blood has baen spllled for such a
compromise at this ime. The NLG Is Incapatle of consolidating mititary gains and Is on the verge of returning to the
strategic military position It had bafera NATC forces intervaned to stop Qaddafi's slage of Benghazt, In short, their
negotiating position s weak, Moreovar, the NLGC has few lsaders of sufflclent stalure to head a transition govemment that
reprasants a workable compromise between pro and antl Qaddaf] forces. On the other hand, and In spite of the milltary
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asslstance and air covaraga belng provided by NATO Lo the rebel forces, Qaddafl remaing In contzol of hig destiny. He is
negotiating from a relatlve position of strength and the Salf proposal reflects that.) -
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